
Justice and Home Affairs 

Summary of Consultation Responses 

Fairness and respect: 

Evidence received throughout this consultation emphasised the need to create a fairer devolution settlement with 

respect between each of the nations of the UK. 

Federation as a means to create a fairer system of government which could help to create a commitment to sharing 

prosperity fairly around the nations. 

The need for a formal dispute resolution mechanism was discussed in many submissions, and the idea of cross-party 

working was considered a good way forward by some. The Law Society recommended a standing committee to 

arbitrate between nations. The Welsh government’s “Reforming our Union: shared governance in the UK” was 

recommended regarding devolution settlements and better democracy across the UK. 

Co-operation and common endeavour: 

A popular theme in submissions was the need for the four nations to work together to improve lives across the UK in a 

spirit of co-operation and common endeavour, promoting the rights and security of people and the environment, with 

greater urgency than in the past. Such an approach would allow for the celebration and accommodation of local 

differences. Britain should take a lead on these values internationally. 

The Labour Party Irish Society emphasised the importance of these principles to the Good Friday Agreement-building an 

enduring peace in Northern Ireland.  

The LGA Labour Group highlighted an increase in mutual aid groups supporting their communities in the pandemic. 

Effectiveness and Efficiency: 

The importance of devolved decision making – power being devolved to the most local level possible was common to 

many submissions, as was the crucial role of local government. Evidence from Unite pointed to the importance of local 

government in providing local services to communities in the pandemic such as Track and Trace. 

The commission heard how the Conservatives are actively undermining local decision-making. The Police and Crime 

Commissioner for Northumbria warned that government wanted to make PCC’s responsible for delivering Tory targets in 

policing and differing opinions on the role of PCC’s in decision making to reduce crime and re-offending were 

expressed. 

Empowering citizens: 

Suggestions for empowering citizens were Citizens’ Assemblies, constitutional conventions, and commissions. There was 

wide agreement that local people should have primary agency over the decisions which affect their lives. Greenwich 

and Woolwich CLP suggested setting up a National Constitution and Governance Commission to investigate reform.  

From Brighton Pavilion we have the guiding principle of “Nothing about us without us”. 

Accountability and the rule of law: 

Concerns expressed about the Conservatives repeated undermining of access to justice, the independence of the 

judiciary and human rights protections. It is vital to maintain the right of individuals to challenge the lawfulness of 

government decisions in court. The independence of the judiciary was highlighted and the need for a clearly 

independent Supreme Court and continued support for the European Court of Human Rights were well supported. 

We must have a robust and sustainable legal aid system-competent legal representation should be a legal right for all 

citizens. 

Defending democratic norms: 

Labour must stand against any weakening of the people’s right to vote. The introduction of voter ID was opposed by 

many. Calls for automatic voter registration and for extending the vote to 16&17 year-olds were made. Strengthening 

the powers of the Electoral Commission was also advocated. 

Electoral reform was discussed in many submissions. There was a lot of support for this to be determined by a citizen led 

constitutional convention. 

 


