
International Policy 

Summary of consultation responses 

It is clear that the present government is facilitating a fundamental shift of Britain’s place in the world. 

It would be Labour’s responsibility in government “to represent British interests in a world that will be radically 

different to the one we have seen pre-coronavirus.” 

The main theme running through all the submissions received by the Commission was that “the priority of 

Labour’s approach to foreign, defence and development policies should be protecting the rights and 

security of people and of the planet.” Britain needs to stand up for these values by taking the lead 

internationally. 

From the WWF: “To position itself as a global leader….Britain must take an integrated approach,,,,,to 

actively address the climate and biodiversity crisis while prompting prosperity and human wellbeing” 

Submissions were also clear that cooperation with partner countries means progressing beyond old power 

and trade relationships to a new footing of equal partnership. Key to rebuilding trust and alliances with the 

global community will be consistency in our policies and in showing the highest degree of respect for 

international law. This was seen as particularly important to the issue of Palestine. 

International policy must be consistent and integrated across all government departments, eg. in arms 

controls. The question of banning arms sales to dictatorships and countries with poor human rights was 

raised. 

The threat posed by a rapidly changing and destabilised world and the need for the UK to prepare 

strategically for a range of emerging threats at home and overseas was mentioned in many submissions. 

At home, an integrated approach should recognise that our foreign and defence policy is also vital for 

economic security, protecting the jobs and livelihoods of working people. A fully integrated internationalism 

from Labour should see the dual goals of defending working-class people at home and overseas as 

mutually reinforcing and beneficial for global security and economic well-being. 

Recognition that a strategic and properly resourced defence policy is also necessary and should be 

integrated across domestic and international departments. 

The importance of the UN and the WHO were highlighted. It was felt that the UK should seek to be “a model 

good global citizen”. 

Many in the membership expressed the view that the government was wrong to close the Department for 

International Development and that Labour should seek to develop policy that will play a key role in 

tackling injustices. 

Discussions led to a reimagining of the UK’s role as a bridge builder between working people worldwide and 

the global trade union movement. We must be outward looking and future focused, and show our voters 

that Labour’s approach is not only different from the Conservatives, but in their interests. 

In view of the failure to prepare for the predicted pandemic as a Tier 1 security threat, we must widen our 

scope to protect against a wider range of security threats- cyber, energy, food, health, environment- both 

at home and overseas. 

British troops should be properly equipped and protected for the tasks demanded of them. 

Concluding remarks by Lisa Nandy and Kathy Abu-Bakir: 

Palestine was raised as an area of concern. Labour is conmmitted to fully recognising the state of Palestine.  

Various other situations of concern, such as Hong Kong BNO passport holders, Kashmir, the Uyghur people in 

China were highlighted. Labour will proactively engage in these matters, “We cannot be bystanders”. 

Labour opposes arms exports to states which are prosecuting devastating wars like that in the Yemen. 

Labour looks forward to forging a good working relationship with the new administration in the United States. 


