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Overview of the work of the International Policy Commission 

The process of reviewing the policy began in the context of Covid-19 and the decline of the international 

order since the end of WW2, and in the light of the decision to merge the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office and the Department for International Development. The future of the once-protected 0.7% spending 

on aid, which the government has confirmed will now be cut, was debated. 

The Policy Commission asked for submissions on several key issues as follows: 

• Global governance and the lack of strong working partnerships between nations on policy 

challenges, along with the growing mistrust between nations. 

• Growing isolationism and nationalism, increasing xenophobia and persecution of minorities; 

proliferation of misinformation and deteriorating influence of once respected international 

institutions. 

• The diminishing focus on the climate emergency as Covid-19 sucks in most of the political energy…. 

• The crisis in the global economy, particularly after Covid-19 lockdowns and unintended negative 

impacts for workers worldwide as governments attempt to balance the economy and the public 

health crisis. 

• Increasing incidents of human rights abuses by states and non-states alike: the deteriorating security 

outlook across the Middle East and North Africa: and increasing tensions between major global 

players. 

Principles 

1. Putting people first, Labour’s international policies will be human rights led, standing up to abuse, 

oppression and those who seek to undermine our peace and freedom, utilising conflict resolution as 

a key tool of international relations. 

2. The first duty of government is to protect its people: our international policies will bring to an end 

knee jerk decisions and ensure a properly planned and funded national defence, based on a 

strategic , long term view of shifting power bases, a wider understanding of security threats and the 

national interest. 

3. Fighting the climate emergency will inform everything we do, from working to eradicate poverty 

and economic inequality, to dismantling systemic injustices around the world. 

4.  Policies will be focused on the future, harnessing the possibilities of new technologies, new ideas 

and new alliances, while becoming more vigilant to emerging threats that we have not seen before. 

5. Through our assessment of global challenges, Labour will be unafraid to put forward radical ideas. 

This approach will be founded on the belief that societies are better defended with common values 

and collective solutions. 

6. Recognising that all levels of government need to work together for an international policy that is 

coherent and supportive of our core objectives as a party, Labour will champion international 

labour rights and equitable trade agreements, to closely tie our international and domestic priorities, 

supporting British industries, jobs and regional economies. 

7. Labour will take a values-based approach to our international relationships. We will not shy away 

from speaking for the rule of international law and pursuing truth and justice in the face of 

opposition, even from our allies. We will strive to always bring light not might in our diplomacy round 

the world. 

8. Labour’s decision-making processes will be transparent and open to proper public and 

parliamentary scrutiny. 

9. Defending the rights of communities of all colours, cultures and faiths to determine their own futures 

and livelihoods. Our policies will promote the UN-led rights of equality, end systemic injustices for 

women, and champion the rights of minorities such as LGBTQ+ people, BAME people, and people 

living with disabilities. 

10. Representing the interests of all those who call the UK home on the global stage means our 

diplomatic and armed services personnel must be as diverse as those they seek to champion and 

defend. 


