
Health and Social Care 

Overview of the work of the Commission: 

 

The consultation sought to address 5 questions: 

1. What lessons can we learn from this crisis to ensure the health and social care services are better 

prepared for the pressures it will face in the future? 

2. What drivers should underpin our approach to healthcare policy development as we build towards the 

next general election? 

3. What drivers should underpin a new settlement for social care? 

4. How can we ensure that Health and Care workers are properly valued and rewarded? 

5. Which areas of the Health and social care policy should the Labour Party prioritise for policy development 

as we build towards the next general election? 

 

Principles: 

1. Healthcare should be universally available at the point of use. The care principles of our NHS must be 

upheld, with access to healthcare viewed as a human right. 

2. Restore accountability in the health service. There must be clear national accountability, 

underpinned by a duty on the Secretary of State over health. 

3. Rebuild publicly provided NHS services and reverse privatisation. We must recognise the value of 

the public sector and reverse and end Tory privatisation. 

4. Restore NHS performance and ensure high standards of care for patients. We must restore NHS 

performance to ensure targets are met and patients receive the highest standards of care. 

5. Value workers as the greatest asset of the NHS and Social Care. The health and social care 

workforce must be better valued as the keyworkers they are. 

6. Tackle health inequalities. We must address health inequalities – the impact and extent of which has 

been brought to the fore by the Coronavirus crisis. 

7. Focus on the prevention of ill-health. We must shift away from a system that focuses on the treatment 

of ill-health, to one which prevents it in the first place. 

8. Deliver a sustainable future for social care. We must ensure that social care is sufficiently and 

sustainably funded, end fragmentation, and build a public social care service. 

9.  Support unpaid carers. Unpaid carers, who look after family and loved ones, must be better valued 

and supported in the vital contribution they make. 

10. Support the nation’s mental health. We must ensure there is sufficient investment in mental health to 

deliver true parity of esteem, backed up by sufficient funding to support everyone who needs it. 

 

 


