
Environment Energy and Culture 

Summary of Consultation Responses 

Framing the climate and nature crisis 

Submissions called overwhelmingly for the Labour Party to identify the climate and nature crisis as the 

defining issue of our time. Principles 1,2 and 3 each reflect different aspects of this commitment. 

Many submissions called for the adoption of ambitious feasible targets on emission reduction and nature 

restoration, but there was disagreement on what these targets would be. There was also a strong view that 

targets should be led by the science which should be given a strong institutional standing to determine 

policy. Principle 2 reflects these goals. 

Establish an independent regulator to monitor carbon emissions. Establish SAGE for climate change. 

Our approach to climate change needs to be embedded in the work of all government departments and 

at each level of local government. See Principle 3. 

Delivering a “just transition” 

Most submissions focused on the social and economic impact of transition, the opportunities and risks. See 

Principles 4,5,6,7&8.  

Climate and environmental justice should be seen as a source of jobs and prosperity, as work can become 

more labour intensive with the employment of more traditional methods. 

Living standards need not fall, nor restrict the quality and range of goods on offer to the British public. 

A return to traditional and localised methods of production could be adopted. Principles 4&5 reassert 

Labour’s belief that delivering climate and environmental justice is compatible with creating a fairer, more 

prosperous, job-rich economy. 

Some submissions highlighted the need for workers to take a lead in shaping the transition to a green 

economy to preserve existing jobs and make the most of new opportunities. The unions have a vital role to 

play, promoting workers’ rights and ensuring that social priorities are met. Principle 6 reflects these views. 

 The role of good practice and enterprise at local level must not be underestimated. Principle 7 recognises 

the skills and expertise of local and devolved government, developing new and ambitious schemes. 

The therapeutic value of access to nature is highlighted in many submissions. See Principle 8   

Other considerations 

Alternative models of public, community and co-operative ownership need to play a central role in 

Labour’s New Green Deal. 

In the majority of submissions the limitations of market-based approaches in tackling the climate and nature 

crisis was put forward. The resulting decades of underinvestment in these industries have also hindered 

decarbonisation. 

Private investment is, however, a good source of funding for Research and Development. Principle 9 reflects 

the strong desire for experimentation with new and more forms of collective ownership. 

Many submissions recognised both our history of responsibility for greater emissions than the majority of other 

countries and also that our country off-shores much of its emissions. Principle 10 emphasises that Labour’s 

Green New Deal needs to be “deeply and thoroughly international” by design. 

Concluding remarks. 

Action on climate change must be immediate, but we must also have medium and long-term strategies. 

These principles provide the framework for this. 

 

 


