
Environment, Energy and Culture 

Overview of the work of the Commission: 

According to the UN, we have fewer than 10 years to avert the worst impacts of catastrophic climate 

change. 

Labour created the department for Energy and Climate Change and passed the landmark Climate 

Change Act in 2008 into law. 

Our task in the next 5 years is to build on Labour’s Green New Deal. 

We ran a consultation in 2020 which sought the views of Labour members, the public, local parties and 

other organisations to formulate the principles in this report. 

The findings from the consultation can be found in the Green Economic Recovery Report (Nov.2020) 

Principles: 

1. The climate and nature crisis is an unprecedented challenge – not only for the UK, but for the world. 

Reducing our carbon emissions and restoring our natural world are inseparable, equally important, 

and mutually reinforcing goals. 

2. To prevent the worst effects of climate change, we must strive to keep global temperature below 

1.5deg.C. The pace, direction and ambition of Labour’s Green New Deal will always be led by the 

science, aiming for deep decarbonisation and rapid nature restoration over the coming decade. 

3. Tackling the crisis is the ultimate collective action problem, and will require a truly national effort. 

Labour’s Green New Deal will bring together businesses, workers, unions and communities across the 

UK to find common solutions to build a more sustainable and secure economy for all. 

4. Economic prosperity and environmental justice are one and the same. Labour’s Green New Deal will 

be based on a credible economic plan that delivers a sustainable, high productivity and dynamic 

national economy, whilst also fixing long-standing inequalities that scar our society. 

5. This is a once in a generation opportunity to provide good jobs and apprenticeships across the 

country, from the car worker to the care worker. Labour’s Green New deal will provide jobs that 

bring pride to communities and improve living standards, building a Britain that is both low in carbon, 

rich in biodiversity and rife with well-paid, unionised jobs for all. 

6. The UK is the most regionally imbalanced economy in Europe, and many of our communities still 

bear the scars of forced deindustrialisation: never again should our workers be forced to bear the 

costs of transition and reap none of its rewards. Labour’s New Green Deal will deliver a “just 

transition” that rectifies regional imbalances, levels up, and ensures that no workers and or 

communities are left behind. 

7. Tackling the climate and nature crisis will involve transforming the way we live, from the food that 

reaches our tables, to the water that flows from our taps. Such changes, where possible, should be 

determined at a local level, by institutions accountable to their communities. Devolved, regional 

and local administrations will play a key role in shaping and delivering Labour’s Green New Deal. 

8. Our natural heritage - from the dramatic peaks of England, Scotland and Wales, to the marine 

environments off our shores – is rightly cherished, not only for its great beauty , but the benefits it 

brings to communities across our country. Labour’s Green New Deal will protect and restore our 

existing natural heritage. 

9. Tackling the climate and nature crisis will require creative new ways to design and deliver public 

services. We recognise that the free-market experiment in energy, water, rail and bus has failed. 

Alternative models of community, public and co-operative ownership will have a vital role to play in 

Labour’s Green New Deal. 

10. We recognise that our climate and nature crisis doesn’t end at our nation’s borders, and our historic 

actions and current consumption in the UK drives emission production and resource depletion 

elsewhere. Labour’s Green New Deal will be internationalist, with the UK showing genuine 

international leadership to tackle the climate and nature crisis, not only in the UK, but around the 

world. 


